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SHAKING THOSE HOLIDAY LETDOWN BLUES! 
 
The transition period after Thanksgiving/Christmas/New Yearôs is often difficult for many of us.  But never fear ð 

your club has planned some exciting and worthwhile events over the next several months for everyone to enjoy. 

 

NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo:  The DCHDC will be participating in this event again in 2012.  The event will take 

place January 14-15 at the Washington Convention Center.  This event allows us the opportunity to share our unique 

style with many others.  Our clubôs hand dance demonstration, ñDance for Fun, Dance for Healthò is scheduled for 

Saturday morning, January 14 at 10:00 a.m. in the ñDancing 4 You Area.ò  For those club members who are par-

ticipating, disclaimer forms will be available on site and must be signed prior to dancing. Please try to attend and sup-

port your club members who will be participating. 

 

Mitten Dance/General Membership Meeting:  Our Mitten Dance will take place on Saturday, January 21 at    

Laurel American Legion.  A general membership meeting will also be held prior to the dance, beginning at 7:30 p.m.  

Please come early and donôt forget to bring NEW mittens/gloves and outer wear with you as we, once again, help to 

warm those in need this winter. 

 

Valentine Dance:  The Valentine Dance will be held at Riverdale Elks on Saturday, Febru-

ary 11.  Dance lessons will begin at 7:00 p.m.   

 

MEET ME AT THE BEACH (MMATB):  March 1 -4, 2012:  MMATB will once again 

be held at the Clarion Resort Fontainebleau Hotel in Ocean City, MD.  Mark your calen-

dars; you wonôt want to miss it!  Our kickoff party will take place at Seacrets on Thursday, 

March 1, with light fare and dancing.  On Friday and Saturday, March 2 and 3, activities 

will include MMATB registration, a singles mixer, a free pour, dance workshops and open 

dancing throughout the day and evening hours.  Tables for Friday and Saturday nights will 

once again be assigned, and hotel room rates will remain at last yearôs prices.  For detailed 

information on the event and registration, see pages é... of this issue, or go to our website 

at:  dchanddanceclub.com. 

 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 
If you have not yet renewed your club membership for 2012, please donôt delay.  Get your 

membership renewal in today!  Remember, in order to remain a member in good standing, 

all memberships must be renewed by March 1, 2012.  The membership renewal form can be 

found on page 10 of this newsletter. 
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To watch us dance is to hear our hearts speak. ~~ Hopi Indian Saying 

 
From the President 
 
Happy New Year!  The year 2011 has come 

to a close, and what a busy year we had.  

Our recent ñToys for Totsò dance, Christmas 

Dance and the New Yearôs Eve celebration 

were a great success.  Thanks to all for your 

generous toy donations and for your continuous support of our 

club. We hope all enjoyed our new location for New Yearôs 

Eve.  I want to send a special thanks to our Board and to all the 

volunteers who have helped throughout the year. 

 

Planning for ñMeet Me at the Beachò in Ocean City, MD, 

(MMATB) is underway.  Our kick-off party is scheduled for 

March 1st at Seacrets.  Please complete the MMATB applica-

tion in this newsletter and return it as soon as possible if you 

plan to attend.  

 

Membership renewals for 2012 must be received by March 1, 

2012.  If you havenôt renewed your membership, please com-

plete the membership renewal form in this newsletter and mail 

it as soon as possible. 

  

As our club grows in membership, so do our venues.  We span 

from Ocean City, Glen Burnie, Annapolis, Waldorf, Severna 

Park, Riverdale and Hyattsville.  Letôs try a different kind of 

New Yearôs resolutionð(easier than losing weight)ðattend a 

different CLUB  venue each week!  Meeting and dancing with 

new partners would be fun!  If we do not fill our venues, we 

may loose them.  

 

Our general membership meeting will be held at our ñMitten 

Danceò at the American Legion in Laurel on January 21, 2012.      

 

We have a lot of great events planned for this yearðso we 

hope to see you on the dance floor.  Dancing is tremendously 

beneficial in keeping us young!  It benefits our heart and in-

creases our lung capacityðso keep on dancing! 

 

See you all on the dance floor! 

Jeri Lutter, President 

 

Sunshine Committee Report  
By Joyce Chucci 

 
Congratulations to Deborah Spitzinger who retired on December 31 

to allow her to spend more time with her new husband John.  

 

We are sad to report that former officer and longtime member, Bruce 

Kleiman, passed away this past November.  Our sincere condolences  

 

also go to Jeannie Pope White on the loss of her husband, David, and 

to Joyce Raffo on the loss of her stepfather. The DCHDC extends our 

deepest sympathies to their families. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers go to Dick Ludtke who suffered serious 

injuries from a fall.  Best wishes to Cristina Chappelear who recently 

fell and broke her arm, and to Bill Jarvie who is recovering from 

recent surgery.  Fred Kay is having severe knee pain, with surgery 

planned soon.  Also, Steve Mostow is recovering after a recent heart 

issue. We are happy to report that Lee Carter is recovering well and 

has even been seen out dancing a little!  Please continue to keep 

ñBuddmanôsò wife, Fran Mastin, and Kathleen Doyle in your pray-

ers, as they have been very ill. We wish them all well and send our 

thoughts and prayers for a speedy recovery.   

 

Congratulations to Elaine Gilbert on the birth of her granddaughter, 

Quinn. 

 

Treasurerôs Report by Jesse Graybill 

 
Recently, a club member asked me why we have the amount of mon-

ey in our account that we do since we are a non-profit organization, 

and whether there was a ñthresholdò on the amount we can have. 

After checking with our accountant, the short answer is: No.  There is 

no threshold on the amount of money we can have in our account. It 

can be whatever it happens to be based on what we generate and re-

tain. And the answer to your follow-up question is no.  The board has 

not set any limits. The amount is what it is simply because of income 

after expenses. Our working capital generally hovers around the low 

twenties. That figure seems to be a comfortable amount based on past 

and projected expenditures. Keep in mind that this dollar amount was 

not arrived at overnight, but after several years of hard work by pre-

vious administrations. While the club has not taken any major hits, 

that possibility always exists and, as in our personal finances, it is 

wise to keep a reasonable reserve which is what I think we do. 

 

In addition to the above, I was also asked what the figures are for a 

typical dance.  Based on my limited experience with the costs associ-

ated with each club dance, I am not sure what is typical, but here are 

the figures associated with the Halloween Dance which are rounded  

to the nearest dollar for illustration purposes. 

 

Income                                  Expenses 

Admission   $1264.00                       Hall Rent       $  550.00 

 50/50           $  149.00                      DJ                   $ 250.00 

Total           $ 1413.00                      Prizes             $    70.00 

                                                          Decorations/      

                                                          Snacks            $   641.00 

                                                         

      Total             $1511.00 

 

The club lost $ 98.00 on this particular dance. 

Account balance as of 12/6/11 é. $ 28,496.00  
 

This includes $5100.00 in New Yearôs Eve reservations to date. 
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D. C. Hand Dance Club Board of Directors 

and Committee Chairpersons 

 
PresidentðJeri Lutter 

1st. Vice PresidentðGary Fitzgerald 

2nd Vice PresidentðLinda Hilwig 

TreasurerðJesse Graybill 

SecretaryðLinda Bogard 

DirectorsðJoyce Chucci, Phyllis Crutchfield 

Membership ChairpersonðHelen Tassara 

Hotline ð Phyllis Crutchfield 

Sunshine Committee ð Joyce Chucci 

Certified Dance InstructorsðMike Chucci, Phil & Diane Eng-

strom, Joyce Fitzgerald-Mehl, Betty Bunch Garcia, Eddie  

OôReilly, Buzz Payne, Louise Pyles, Sondra Riley, Jacob Stewart 

& Bonnie Torguson  

PhotographyðAngie Roberts, Tom Tassara 

Advertising ð Phyllis Crutchfield, Gary Fitzgerald 

ApparelðJoyce Chucci 

DecorationsðBonnie Torguson 

WebsiteðTom Tassara 

Newsletterð Linda Hilwig, Angie Roberts, Don Frye   

 

 
Details and Directions to Dancing Fun!!!!! 

 
 

COCO CABANA GRILL (DCHDC Venue)ðSUNDAYS, 5-9 

p.m., free lessons 4 p.m., $10 cover includes 2 free drinks and free  

refills on soda and water ð2031A University Blvd, Hyattsville 

MD 20783, 301-431-1882 - From Rt 495 take exit 28B merge onto 

MD 650/ New Hampshire Ave. Go 2.4M Turn left at MD 193 Univer-

sity Blvd East. Venue 7/10M. on the right behind Dunkinô Donuts. 

 

 

OCEAN CITY ðHOUSE OF WELSH (DCHDC Venue)ð

MONDAYS 7-10 p.m., free lessons 6-7 p.m., No coverð1106 

Coastal Hwy, Fenwick Island, DE  (302-541-0728).   
 

 

WHISPERS RESTAURANT (DCHDC Venue)ðTUESDAYS, 

7:30-10:30 p.m., free lessons 6:30 p.m. , $5 Coverð7954 Balti-

more Annapolis Blvd, Glen Burnie, MD 410-768-3900.  From 

95/295/97 take MD 100 East toward Glen Burnie/Gibson Island Exit 

16A MD 2 South 1 M. Turn left at Jumpers hold Rd. Go .8M becomes 

Balt-Annapolis Blvd.  Venue on left. 
 

 

COCONUT JOEôS (DCHDC Venue)ðWEDNESDAYS, 7-9:30 

p.m., free lessons 6-7 p.m., no coverð48 S. River Rd, Edgewater, 

MD, 443-837-6057.  From the DC Beltway, take Rt 50 E. toward 

Annapolis 16.3 M.  Take MD-665 (Aris T. Allen Blvd) Exit 22 to-

ward Riva Rd. 7/10M.  Keep right to take MD-665 via Exit 22 toward 

Riva Rd 1.4 M.  Merge onto MD-2 (Solomanôs Island Rd) toward 

Edgewater 2.1 M.  Take a sharp left onto South River Road .    
 

 

SZECHUAN INNðMOST FRIDAYS, 7-11 p.m., no coverð558 

Benfield Blvd. Benfield Village Shopping Center, Severna Park, 

MD, 410-544-0227.  For specific dates,  call  the club hotline at 301-

460-0800.  Take I-97 to the Benfield Blvd East Exit 10A. Go 2.6 

miles.  Venue on left just past Jumpers Hole Rd.  

 

 

WALDORF ELKS 2421ðFRIDAYS,  7:30-10:30 pm,  no cover.  

Dinner available 6-7:30 pm for $15ð2210 Old Washington Rd. 

Waldorf, MD, 301-645-2421.  South on Rt 301, left on Substation 

Rd./North on Rt 301, right on Substation Rd, 3 or 4 blocks down on 

left. 

 

 

RIVERDALE ELKS LODGE ðDCHDC MONTHLY DANCE,   

8 p.m.-12 a.m., free intermediate lessons 7 p.m., admission:  $8 

members; $12 non-membersð6700 Kenilworth Avenue 

Riverdale, MD, 301-864-1778.  Take the DC Beltway (I-495)  to 

Kenilworth Ave. (Exit 23 - south). Go 2-1/4 M. to the Elks on right.  

 

Schedule Of Upcoming Events  

2012 
 

Saturday, January 21 , 2012 ð Laurel American  

Legion ð Mitten Dance 

 

Saturday, February 11, 2012 ð Riverdale Elks 

Valentine Dance 

 

*Thursday-Sunday, March 1-4 ð Clarion Hotel 

Ocean City, MD 

Meet Me At The Beach 

 

Saturday, March 17, 2012ðLaurel American Legion 

St. Patrickôs Day Dance 

 

Saturday, April 14, 2012ðRiverdale Elks 

 

Saturday, May 12 ð Riverdale Elks 

 

Saturday, June 23 ð Riverdale Elks 

 

 

 

All monthly Saturday night dances are from  

8 p.m. until 12 a.m., with advanced lessons at 7 p.m. 

unless otherwise noted! 

*NOT a monthly Saturday night dance! 

 

 

 

Club Contact Information  

 

Hotline:  301-460-0800 

 

Website:  www.DCHandDanceClub.com 
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Guess Who? 
 
Last Issueôs ñGuess Who?ò 

 

Congratulations to Herb Simon (YET 

AGAIN) who was the first to guess Janie 

Coulis, shown in the picture right, as last 

issueôs ñGuess Whoò personality. 

 

This Issueôs ñGuess Who?ò 

 

If you know who this issueôs future Hand Dancer is 

shown in the picture below, call the D.C. Hand Dance 

Clubôs Hotline and leave your name, phone number, 

and your guess as the message.  The first person to 

guess correctly will win two free tickets to one of our 

regularly scheduled monthly dances.  Thatôs a $16.00 

value.  The Hotline number is:  301-460-0800.   
  

Who Am I? 

  
I was born in the South 

and remained there until I 

was a young adult.  

I danced in my youth 

while living  in North and 

South Carolina.  I moved 

to the DC area in the mid 

1980's and learned to hand 

dance, which allowed me 

to meet and make many 

great friends.   Who am I? 

 
 

PLEASE Consider Becoming a Club ñGuessedòð

Itôs EASY! 

 

If you would like to be ñguessedò in our Newsletterôs 

ñGuess Whoò column, send a copy of a photo of your-

self at a young  age, along with your response to the fol-

lowing questions:   (1) where you were born;  (2) where 

you grew up; and (3) where you danced in your youth  

and early adult years.  Mail it all to Linda Hilwig at:  

137 Thomas Jefferson Street, La Plata, MD  20646.  If 

technology is your thing, scan your photo and email it 

all to Linda at:  lindahilwig@verizon.net.  If  technolo-

gy is not your thing, call Linda at:  301-452-8346ðshe 

can help! 
 

 

 
Supporting Your Club 
 

Snowflakes melt aloneðbut to-
gether they can be traffic stop-
pers!   (Anonymous) 

 
CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS ð 

 
If you want to volunteer, please contact 

one of your board members and let them 

know how and when youôd be able to 

help.   

 

MMATB Volunteers NeededðWe are also looking for vol-

unteers to serve in one or more of the following ways for 

MMATB:  

  

¶ Registration Desk (contact Linda Hilwig at  

lindahilwig@verizon.net or (301) 452-8346 ; 

¶ Security at the ballroom entrance (contact Keith Schell  

at lorettas1178@aol.com or (410) 788-9329) ; 

¶ Sales of 50/50 tickets Friday and Saturday nights 

(contact Bill Kolodin at clownkolo@aol.com) or (410) 721-

0994). 

  

Recognizing Members Who Have Volunteered 

 

Special thanks go to our current board and committee chairs/

members who have helped at nearly  EVERY dance event.    

Also, special thanks go to the following people who recently 

volunteered:   

 

November 19 DanceðToys for Tots/Cancer Awareness 

 

¶ Worked Registration Desk: Gary & Sharon Salpini  

¶ Worked 50/50:  Linda Savage; Gene Sandros; Carol 

Graybill 

¶ Helped set up and clean up:  Ed Warren; Ed Godish;  

       Dottie Frazier; Bob Blosser; Lee Carter; Deborah  

       Spitzinger 

¶ Helped with Toys for Tots:  Mickey McLaughlin, Annie 

Kean, John Okrak, Deborah Spitzinger 

 

December 17 DanceðChristmas 

 

¶ Registration Desk/50/50:  Carol Graybill; Bill Kolodin; 

Linda Trader; Joe Miante 

¶ Set up:  Lillian Kulick, Ed Godish; Linda Trader; Joe 

Miante; Ed Warren; Dottie Frazier; Lonnie Saberon; Pam 

Vann; Bill Kolodin; Elaine Gilbert; Mike Chucci  

¶ Clean Up: Elaine Gilbert; Mike Chucci; Mary Boswell; 

       Ed Godish, Ed Warren, Dottie Frazier; Shirley Mostow 
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Wright, George  2/1 

Cibel, Patsy  2/2 

Kissinger, Ralph  2/2 

Benner, Butch  2/3 

Hangliter, Bobby  2/3 

Tupper, Brian  2/3 

Williams, John  2/3 

Thorne, Pam  2/4 

Nichols, Mary  2/5 

Chappelear, Andy 2/6 

Cousin, Arthur  2/7 

Mostow, Shirley  2/7 

Winegardner, Marlene 2/9 

Clarke, Tom  2/10 

Bogard, Linda  2/12 

Frye, Mary Anne  2/12 

Handley, James  2/12 

Taylor, Jean  2/12 

Margolis, Mollyanne 2/13 

Oliff, Tom  2/13 

Cannady, Nancy  2/15 

Simon, Sally  2/15 

Fitzgerald, Pat  2/16 

Sita, Jane  2/16 

Forster, Bill  2/18 

Lewis, Bob  2/18 

Swartwout, Bill  2/18 

Cook, Bob  2/19 

Gilbert, Pat  2/19 

Hamaty, Lois  2/20 

Sczuka, Jim  2/20 

Stanton, Pamela  2/20 

Collier, Lou Ann  2/21 

Gray, Joyce  2/21 

Wheeler, Kathy  2/21 

Haffer, Joan  2/22 

Hoppenstein, Jack 2/22 

Larman, Donna  2/24 

Nearing, Aliki  2/25 

McGrath, Lynn  2/27 

McGuire, David  2/27 

Wildoner, Sherri  2/27 

Haywood, Sandra  2/28 

 

 

 

 

 

February Birthdays January Birthdays 

 
SPOTLIGHT on ñDR. JAYò 
(Jay Brown, a.k.a. Dr. Jay) 

 

He's a familiar smiling face at 

Coco's, Whispers, and almost 

anywhere there's hand dancing.  

And he'll either be DJing or 

dancing that smooth, sweeping 

style of his that the ladies like. 

 

Jay Brown is a native "Merlander,"  

born in Severna Park and raised in 

Millersville.  A real athlete ð he played football, basketball, 

soccer and ran track.  After Arundel High School, he worked 

for over 29 years at Nevamar Corp. in Odenton until it 

relocated.   He now works for Anne Arundel County. 

 

Jay began DJing as a hobby in 1998 which led to gigs at 

Baltimore's  100 year old Arch Social Club.  Eventually, he 

became a member of the Board of Trustees and still is the 

Friday night DJ.  His introduction to hand dancing came with 

a job at University Hospital's Christmas party where some 

people requested hand dance music. All he had were some 

Motown songs but Jay played on.  During dates with the 

Vulcan Blazers, another Baltimore social club, he began 

acquiring hand dance music, learning the crowd and 

developing his own playing style.  Soon, he met  hand dance 

champion Figgy Jones who helped tremendously.  Jay also 

began going to clubs to listen to other DJs and met Pat 

Thrappas who introduced him to the D.C. Hand Dance Club 

where he met Tommy D.  "And of course, Tommy did all of 

the talking," Jay remembers. 

   

Since then Jay has has become a club regular along with 

being a nearly full-time DJ. 

 

As for goals: "I want to bring people with all styles of hand 

dancing together so that they can learn from each other and 

help pass this on to the next generation.  That requires 

assembling the right people and timing to be successful." 

 

Then there's Dr. Jay the dancer and the ladies' choice.  At 

Coco's recently, co-DJ Figgy announced a birthday dance for 

Jay and, immediately a huge line assembled.  Figgy added, 

"You get one turn ladies!  Otherwise, we'll be here all night." 

 

It's always fun when the Doctor's in the house! 

 
 

 

 

 

Raffo, Pete                    1/1 

Ates, Philip                             1/2 

Fillah, Linda                           1/2 

Yates, Kenny                          1/2 

Kinoshita, Kumi                     1/3 

Piner, Lilly                              1/3 

McDaniel, Judy                       1/4 

Morgan, Cheryl                       1/4 

Beck, Frank                             1/5 

Hilwig, Linda                          1/6 

Blais, Suzanne                         1/7 

Myers, Harvey                        1/7 

Giebel, Kate                            1/8 

Wyvill, Jeff                             1/9 

Payne, Randi                          1/10 

Bannon, Patricia                     1/12 

Braciszeweski, Rebecca         1/12 

Castaldi, Ann                         1/13 

Fitzgerald, Lary                      1/13 

Bergsmith, Patricia                 1/14 

Dine, Charlene                       1/14 

Foltz, Richard                         1/14 

Raffo, Joyce                           1/14 

Rodey, Gay                            1/14 

White, Dick                            1/14 

Wilson, Mary                         1/14 

Downs, Justin                         1/16 

Salas, Mario                           1/16 

Vann, Lee                               1/16 

Hupfer, Max                           1/17 

Payne, Buzz                           1/17 

Auerbach, Jim                        1/18 

Theoharis, Kris                      1/18 

Higgins, Suzanne                   1/20 

Whittaker, Joe                        1/21 

Price, Charles                         1/23 

Simon, Herb                           1/23 

Stewart, Jerry                         1/23 

Yee, Dreama                          1/23 

Attick, Lucille                        1/24 

Cook, June                             1/24 

Messina, Peggy                      1/24 

Milchenski, Cathy                  1/25 

Heath, Ellen                           1/25 

Henley, Jane                          1/26 

Melcher, Sonny                     1/26 

Davis, Elena                           1/27 

Pearce, Jim                             1/27 

Collins, Jean                           1/28 

Harrigan, Sophie                    1/30 

Phelan, Frank                         1/31                 

Sarro,  Stan                             1/31 
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November DanceðToys for Tots & 
December  DanceðChristmas 

 
JOIN CERTIFIED DANCE INSTRUCTOR  

SONDRA RILEY 
  

SEPT 14 - 20, 2012 
ON A HAND DANCING CRUISE  

FROM BALTIMORE TO BERMUDA 
ON RCCLõS BEAUTIFUL 

ENCHANTMENT OF THE SEAS! 
  

PRICES START AT $870  
PER PERSON AND INCLUDE  

  

CRUISE ACCOMMODATIONS! 
CHAMPAGNE RECEPTION! 

5 WORKSHOPS! 
NIGHTLY DANCE PARTIES! 

GIFTS, PRIZES AND SURPRISES! 
  

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 
ROSIE AT 410-224-4555 OR GO TO 

WWW.BESTCONNECTIONTRAVEL.COM/ DANCE CRUISES 
  

BEST CONNECTION TRAVEL ~since 1988 
2005-2 WEST STREET IN ANNAPOLIS, MD 

H A N D  
D A N C I N G 
A T  S E A ! 

DANCINGõS NEVER BEEN SO FUN! 
CRUISINGõS NEVER BEEN SO EASY! 


